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Metro New York World Ministry

Day 3 - “The Enemy Among Us” April 16, 2014
Good morning to God’s saints from around the world, 

I greet you in the joy of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost. Once again, let us approach the throne of grace as we pray:

heavenly Father, Bless us this day with the Holy Spirit to guide us into a correct understanding of truth and righteousness, for we pray in your Son’s worthy name, Amen.

It is a joy for me to be with you once more on this third day together on the Metro New York World Ministry. By now I am sure you have realized the theme of our studies together, and that is “The Enemy Among Us.” 
Monday we studied Isaiah 58:1, 12, 13 to gain a better understanding of our duty to cry aloud and spare not, also what reverence for God’s Sabbath should be. The enemy among us has caused compromise on top of compromise to come in and cause desecration when blindly we think we are keeping the Sabbath Holy. 

Yesterday we introduced God’s two GPS systems. We also have seen how the enemy among us has brought desecration of the Sanctuary and how compromise after compromise has brought abomination in our methods of worship. The enemy among us has churches putting their trust in a church manual of human devising before searching the Scriptures and the Spirit of Prophecy.

Today we will look at how the enemy among us has brought in compromises on top of compromises affecting our doctrines and standards as well as church policy through many decades of time. 

 Whenever a person dares to reveal things that exposes the enemy and his sophistries, he puts his name on Satan’s hit list. For that matter, when you choose to win a soul from Satan’s camp to Christ, you also become a target of the enemy. But we can do that fearlessly for God will protect those who are in the heat of the fire. It was true with the three Hebrew worthies, it is true with the many who are soul winners. 
But then sometimes there are those who are taken from us and we wonder why. Why did they have to go to sleep now? Why didn’t God protect them? Let us not ever question the wisdom of God. As long as the worker boldly declares, like Queen Esther who was ready to die to save her people, If I perish, I perish. Blessed be the name of the Lord.
And like our brother Paul who said in 2 Timothy 4:7, 8 “I have fought a good fight, I have finished [my] course, I have kept the faith:  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”  Although the enemy tried to kill this champion of soul winning numerous times, he was able to give this last testimony of victory. Recognizing the value of a soul, I can imagine he even tried to win the soul of his executioner.
By the way, this is an excellent scripture to give when you’re in a Bible study on the state of the dead. Most people who believe that when you die you go straight to heaven, they love to quote Paul when he said in 2 Cor. 5:8
“We are confident, [I say], and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.” They do not realize what this means. It is the experience of a true prophet of God when taken in vision. Paul was taken to the third heaven when in vision, and he related that experience in the third person in 2 Cor. 12:2. Ellen White had over 2,000 visions, most times in the third heaven in the presence of Jesus. The important takeaway is that Paul was describing the experience of a prophet in vision.
But when we read what Paul said in 2 Timothy 4:8 “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: (When does he get his crown? At that day. What day? Read the rest) and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”  He gets his crown at the second coming and not before.
One further thing about the Lord’s protection, I want to relate a story of what I experienced 54 years ago. I was a 21 year old Methodist and a smoker. Victor, the Jewish convert was my Bible teacher. But there was a beautiful 70 year old Adventist man from Germany, who spoke English with a strong German accent and was always smiling. He said this, Deek, vy do you smoke? I said Henry, I can’t give you a good reason. Then he said, Deek, eef God vant you to smoke, he make you with a chimney on your back. I quit smoking soon after. But the reason I bring up Henry is because he was a very poor man with a very strong faith. I asked him, Henry, you never worry and you always smile, but you are so poor, why are you so happy. He said this and listen to his words, “Deek, I haf a hefenly Father who vatches over me.” That is the kind of faith we need in these final days. I have a heavenly Father who watches over me. Say that often and never stop believing it. I have a heavenly Father who watches over me. Say it with me one more time, I have a heavenly Father who watches over me. You can believe it, because you do.
Now we will continue with our study for today. I wrote a paper about 5 years ago, which I titled “My 95 Theses.” In it I listed 95 things that over time contributed to the apostasy we are in today. With women’s ordination I re-titled it, “My 95 Theses Plus One.” Today we are going to look at some of those things as time will allow, but the enemy among us will be evident. In Proverbs 23:10 God gave us this command, “Remove not the old landmark; and enter not into the fields of the fatherless:” I submit to you that that is exactly what the enemy among us has done.
Compromise upon compromise in doctrine and standards, the Seventh-day Adventist Church today is in a most deplorable condition. God’s Prophet Says to His church of the last days in Letter 34, 1899, “Please read the third chapter [of Jeremiah]. This chapter is a lesson for modern Israel. Let all who claim to be children of God understand that He will not serve with their sins any more than He would with the sins of ancient Israel. God hates hereditary and cultivated tendencies to wrong.” (Letter 34, 1899). 

And what does the third chapter say that applies to modern Israel? Verses 2, 3 “…and thou hast polluted the land with thy whoredoms and with thy wickedness. Therefore the showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; and thou hadst a whore's forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed.” Spiritual fornication is truly amongst the many sins of modern Israel, God’s church.
Verses 13-15 “Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the LORD. In almost every area of denominational work, we have scrapped the blueprints given by God in favor of plans of human devising. Going on, Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion:  And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.” There is a serious problem with many of the pastors in the SDA church today, but God is raising up laymen to feed the flocks the world over. 
Now verses 20-25 “Surely [as] a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith the LORD. A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping [and] supplications of the children of Israel: for they have perverted their way, [and] they have forgotten the LORD their God. Return, ye backsliding children, [and] I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for thou [art] the LORD our God. Truly in vain [is salvation hoped for] from the hills, [and from] the multitude of mountains: truly in the LORD our God [is] the salvation of Israel. For shame hath devoured the labour of our fathers from our youth; their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters. We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us: for we have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.”

It is with a most heavy heart, that I as a Seventh-day Adventist, have been and continue to be an eye and ear witness to the deplorable progressive situation that my denomination has gotten itself into since the alpha of apostasy as God’s Prophet Says in 1SM. “Be not deceived; many will depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. We have now before us the alpha of this danger. The omega will be of a most startling nature.” {1SM 197.4}  

The Omega of the apostasy is not future, for today we are in the heart of it. Reading church magazines and viewing church TV programming, one would think that everything is wonderful in the world church. Why certainly the General Conference could proudly state in  Revelation 3:17 the first part, “I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing.” But God does not see our church in this condition as He states, “…knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:”

It is wretched because it has thrown out the blue prints given by God through His prophet in favor of fallible human philosophy, human devising and human planning. It is miserable because the church is oblivious to the condition as God sees it. Poor because it has attained fabulous wealth and goods, and is unaware of its spiritual poverty. It is blind because it has thrown out the seer. Ellen White cannot even have her name mentioned in many SDA churches, let alone the counsels from what she was shown. It is naked because she wishes to wear the unacceptable garment of ecumenism. Tell me please, what can the churches of Babylon teach us?
We received from the Lord this warning in the third volume of Testimonies to the Church, Page 324, God’s Prophet Says, “According to the light that God has given me in vision, wickedness and deception are increasing among God's people who profess to keep His commandments. Spiritual discernment to see sin as it exists, and then to put it out of the camp, is decreasing among God's people; and spiritual blindness is fast coming upon them. The straight testimony must be revived, and it will separate those from Israel who have ever been at war with the means that God has ordained to keep corruptions out of the church. Wrongs must be called wrongs. Grievous sins must be called by their right name. All of God's people should come nearer to Him and wash their robes of character in the blood of the Lamb. Then will they see sin in the true light and will realize how offensive it is in the sight of God.”  {3T 324.1}


All these compromises in doctrine and standards are the direct result of a compromised leadership that has for many decades stood on the walls as watchmen and allowed Satan in to God’s church bringing with him the tools to tear down our pillars and to destroy our firm foundation. Who is it that believes that the church of Jesus Christ can have a partnership with the devil? Never, never, never does Jesus partner with Satan. Mark 3:25 says, “And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand.” Oh weep my brother, weep my sister we have been betrayed by the enemy among us.
We have shunned the light that God in His mercy and grace has given us. The Testimonies to the Church have been shelved for fear that one might learn their own true spiritual condition, preferring the path of self-deception and easy religion. The prophet has given both warning and instruction, {RH, March 22, 1887 par. 7 & 8} God’s Prophet Says, “There is nothing that Satan fears so much as that the people of God shall clear the way by removing every hindrance, so that the Lord can pour out his Spirit upon a languishing church and an impenitent congregation. If Satan had his way, there would never be another awakening, great or small, to the end of time. But we are not ignorant of his devices. It is possible to resist his power. When the way is prepared for the Spirit of God, the blessing will come. Satan can no more hinder a shower of blessing from descending upon God's people than he can close the windows of heaven that rain cannot come upon the earth. Wicked men and devils cannot hinder the work of God, or shut out his presence from the assemblies of his people, if they will, with subdued, contrite hearts, confess and put away their sins, and in faith claim his promises. Every temptation, every opposing influence, whether open or secret, may be successfully resisted, "not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."  

     We are in the great day of atonement, when our sins are, by confession and repentance, to go beforehand to Judgment. God does not now accept a tame, spiritless testimony from his ministers. Such a testimony would not be present truth. The message for this time must be meat in due season to feed the church of God. But Satan has been seeking gradually to rob this message of its power, that the people may not be prepared to stand in the day of the Lord.  {RH, March 22, 1887 par. 8}” 

Some who have read My 95 theses Plus One might say this brother is a disgruntled, fault-finding, mean spirited, killjoy who can’t seem to find anything right with our church. But to such a one that would draw that conclusion, then I must reply that I do very much love our church and believe with all my heart that God had raised it up. The one thing I can say in favor of that which is right with our church is that God is still in control. 
Here is a most sobering quotation from God’s prophet. This is from the Elms Haven Library Volume 1 and chapter 29. “The church is in the Laodicean state. The presence of God is not in her midst. {1NL 99.4}  

Yes there are many things wrong with our church and I am unafraid to call a sin by its right name. None of us were put on this earth to win popularity contests and shame on those amongst us who seek the approval and applause of men. 

We do and have had an enemy among us for a considerable time and I do hereby post my 95 theses Plus One to the door of every closed SDA heart; that it may cause a sleeping nominal SDA heart to awaken to the danger of their own condition. Every item I have listed will not necessarily be in chronological order, and I am not going to give all the detail in the theses as it would take too much time. Also I am only going to give you the first 10 for now. Thursday, Friday and Sabbath I have special messages to give, however I am going to continue listing compromises on Sunday as so many people in our church are not even aware of the history of the enemy among us, but friends you need to know. Here are the first ten. 
No. 1 Pertains to the church manual already discussed yesterday.

No. 2 Why have we thrown out our denominational distinctive logo? That was covered quite thoroughly last week, especially regarding the three wavy lines. My church uses the three angel’s logo.
No. 3 Why is there such a love affair with the corrupted Bible versions?

Seven of the most popular modern versions NKJV (New King James Version), NIV (New International Version), NASV (New American Standard Version), NRSV (New Revised Standard Version), RSV (Revised Standard Version), NCV (New Century Version) and LIV (The Living Bible), have numerous words and verses missing and/or added. Without going into great detail, compare your version with the KJV in Matthew 6:13. The corrupted versions have removed the last 14 words of the Lord’s Prayer. The NKJV has as many verses as the KJV, but has omitted 2,289 words with over 60,000 changes from the KJV. The NIV has omitted 5,219 words and 16 verses. The NASV has added 3,561 words and omitted 17 verses. The NRSV has omitted 3,890 words and 18 verses. The NCV has added 11,114 words and omitted 16 verses. The LIV has added 17,003 words and omitted 7 verses. It would take volumes to list all the corruptions caused by the additions or take-aways in these fallible versions. Let us remember what Jesus said in the book of Revelation chapter 22:18, 19 “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and [from] the things which are written in this book.” This warning is given not only to the people who dared to tamper with God’s Word, but also those who choose to own and read such versions for they become willing victims of the errors contained within.

There are men who I have admired for their teaching abilities, who use and teach from these faulty versions. Four times in Matthew 24 Jesus warned this final generation against deception. Rome would be happy if you used any version other than the KJV. Satan is as thrilled with your love for his revised versions as he was with Eve’s choice. Learn to love and see the beauty in the KJV for it is the version of those on the narrow path.     
No. 4 Why have we produced such a corrupted hymnal? Proverbs 24:21 “My son, fear thou the LORD and the king: [and] meddle not with them that are given to change:” The old Church Hymnal quoted exclusively from the tried and tested King James Version of the Bible.  But the new hymnal uses a plethora of versions, the majority of which are greatly faulted versions. There are 225 passages of Scripture in the Seventh-day Adventist Hymnal, consisting of 135 response readings, 14 Canticles and Prayers, 36 calls to worship, 13 words of assurance, 14 offertory sentences, and 13 benedictions.  The use of the various Scripture versions is as follows: New International Version (NIV) 69 (31%); Jerusalem Bible (a Roman Catholic Translation) 38 (17%); New King James Version (NKJV) 33 (14%); Revised Standard Version (RSV) 28 (12%); New English Bible (NEB) 22 (10%); The Good News Bible (TEV, Today’s English Version) 15 (7%); King James Version (KJV) 15 (A shameful and shocking 7%); finally the New American Standard Bible (NASB) 4 (2%)

No. 5  Why are there symbols of the Pagan trinity in SDA sanctuaries? I-H-S does not mean In His Sanctuary, IHS means Isis, Horus and Sep, the pagan trinity, and we dare have this idolatry in our churches?
No.6 Why does a Roman Catholic address the 2000 General Conference Session? Such as John Radano, a member of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity in the Toronto General Conference session in 2000. What fellowship has our church with the beast of Rome? This is spiritual fornication.

No. 7 What was our church doing welcoming the Pope to St. Louis in 1999? And why did we address the antichrist as “your holiness?”

No. 8 Why did the United Nations General Secretary Kofi Annan address our General Conference Session in 2000 in Toronto? Do we believe this corrupt organization can give us a clear vision and direction we should follow?

No. 9 What was our church doing at the 2000 Baptist World Congress? Yet more spiritual infidelity. Our pioneers were cast out of the churches of Babylon. What do we think they can teach us now?

No. 10 Why was a representative of the SDA Church in Rome on January 24, 2002 for a train ride to Assisi with clerics of all denominations from around the world? God’s Prophet Says in EW 88.2, “I saw the rapidity with which this delusion was spreading. A train of cars was shown me, going with the speed of lightning. The angel bade me look carefully. I fixed my eyes upon the train. It seemed that the whole world was on board, that there could not be one left. Said the angel, "They are binding in bundles ready to burn." Then he showed me the conductor, who appeared like a stately, fair person, whom all the passengers looked up to and reverenced. I was perplexed and asked my attending angel who it was. He said, "It is Satan. He is the conductor in the form of an angel of light. He has taken the world captive. They are given over to strong delusions, to believe a lie, that they may be damned. This agent, the next highest in order to him, is the engineer, and other of his agents are employed in different offices as he may need them, and they are all going with lightning speed to perdition."  {EW 88.2}  The lightning speed did not pertain to the actual motion of the train, rather it pertained to the speed with which the different religions and protestant faiths are bonding with Mystery Babylon the great.

Since Pantheism was the alpha of apostasy, Spiritual Formation would have to be the Omega as it is the granddaddy of Pantheism and Mysticism. We will continue on Sunday with more of the compromises that led to the apostasy.
Brothers and Sisters, I appeal to you to stand united in opposition to the Anti-Christ power who is responsible for the enemy among us, and of course Satan who is at war with the remnant, gave him his seat, power and authority. We are the church militant and we are on the winning side. But if we fear the opposition, we run the risk of changing sides. On God’s side we face man’s wrath and maybe we might be martyred. But those who leave our ranks for the easy side, will face God’s wrath and the seven last plagues.

Let us pray …

Father in heaven, may each of us always remember this, I have a heavenly Father who watches over me and an elder brother who promised I will never leave or forsake you. Strengthen our resolve to be faithful and obedient regardless of the consequences, in Jesus name, Amen!
